The Dark Ages
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Timeline:
476 CE:The fall of the Western Roman Empire marks the beginning of the Dark Ages.

5th to 8th centuries: The Migration Period sees various Germanic tribes, such as the Visigoths and
Franks, migrate across Europe.

8th to 9th centuries:The Carolingian Empire, led by Charlemagne, brings stability and cultural revival to
Europe

11th century:The Norman Conquest of England, led by William the Conqueror, has a lasting impact on
English culture and language.

14th century: The Black Death, a devastating pandemic, marks the beginning of the end of the Dark
Ages and paves the way for the Renaissance period.
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Important Historical Figures:

Charlemagne:Known as the "Father of Europe," Charlemagne was a Frankish king who united much of
Western Europe and promoted education and the arts.

King Arthur:A legendary British figure, King Arthur is believed to have led the defense of Britain against
invading Saxon armies.

Joan of Arc: A young French peasant girl, Joan of Arc became a national heroine after leading the
French army to several victories during the Hundred Years' War.
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Fun Facts:

Architecture:One of the most remarkable achievements of the Dark Ages was the construction of
massive castles and cathedrals, which still stand today, showcasing incredible craftsmanship.

Heraldry:Knights in the Dark Ages used heraldry to display their identity and allegiance. They designed
unique coats of arms with symbols and colors that represented their family or kingdom.

llluminated Manuscripts:Monks and scribes created stunning illuminated manuscripts, which were
beautifully illustrated books adorned with vibrant colors and intricate designs.
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